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JANUARY 14TH: WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM THEIR FRIENDS: THE BEATLES AND THE ART WORLD
Barry Venning follows the Beatles through the 60s in music and
images, from the Hamburg Reeperbahn in 1960 to Abbey Road
in 1969. The band valued the visual arts and quickly learned the
promotional potential of artists and designers. Their rise to
global fame was aided and recorded by an impressive roster of
photographers, including Astrid Kirchherr and Linda McCartney,
while the innovative covers for releases such as Rubber Soul
(Bob Freeman) and Sgt Pepper (Peter Blake & Jann Haworth)
turned album design into an art form.
Barry Venning is an historian of British art with a particular interest in the work of JMW
Turner, on whom he has published widely, including the volume on Turner in
Phaidon's Art & Ideas series, and several catalogue essays for exhibitions in the UK,
Germany, Italy and Poland. He was the BBC's script consultant on Turner's Fighting
Temeraire and has recently taken part (2013) in a BBC documentary called The Genius
of Turner: Painting the Industrial Revolution. He has also published a study of John
Constable's paintings. His interests and his teaching extend from medieval architecture
to contemporary British art. He is currently Associate Lecturer with the Open University
and lecturing on a freelance basis for The Arts Society, Christie's Education and other
organisations.

FEBRUARY 11TH: BERNARD LEACH AND HIS INFLUENCE ON 20TH CENTURY STUDIO CERAMICS
Bernard Leach trained to be a potter in Japan, and with a deep intellectual desire to
bring East and West together, the form and glazes often reflect his love of Asia. The
importance of craftsmanship and the individual was vital to his teaching. His hectic
exhibition schedule in the 1950s and 60s was enormously important to the
development of the “Studio Potter”.
Diana Lloyd is a freelance lecturer in ceramic, glass
and the history of interior decoration in Europe. She
lectures at the Inchbald School of Design and guides
groups through museum collections.

The Leach Pottery was established in St. Ives in the early 1920s. The lecture
begins with Bernard's childhood in Japan and his training there as a potter
and continues with looking at early earthenware and stoneware as well as
fine porcelain - often with celadon glazes. His students helped to spread his
influence and the potter Lucie Rie's friendship will be covered. His numerous exhibitions around the world,
and his famous book will complete the story.

MARCH 11TH: TWO WOMEN WHO SCANDALISED THE ART WORLD - SUZANNE VALADON AND THE
MARCHESA LUISA CASATI
Suzanne, featured in works by Toulouse-Lautrec and Renoir, rose
from the backstreets of Montmartre to exhibit her own modern
paintings. Luisa, born into wealth, launched herself into a wildlife
in which she became a work of art. Painted by Boldini and
Augustus John and photographed by Man Ray and Cecil Beaton,
she became a fashion icon and legend in her own time.
Julian Halsby studied History of Art at
Cambridge. Formerly Senior Lecturer and
Head of Department at Croydon College of
Art. Publications include Venice - the Artist's
Vision (1990, 1995), The Art of Diana
Armfield RA(1995), Dictionary of Scottish Painters (1990, 1998, 2001, 4th edition
2010), A Hand to Obey the Demon's Eye (2000), Scottish Watercolours 1740-1940 (1986,
1991), A Private View - David Wolfers and the New Grafton Gallery (2002). Interviews
artists for the Artist Magazine and is a member of the International Association of Art
Critics and The Critics Circle. A practising artist, he was elected to the Royal Society of
British Artists in 1994 and appointed Keeper in 2010.

APRIL 8TH: DOWNTON ABBEY REVEALED: THE STORY OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE
The enormous success of the TV series ‘Downton Abbey’ has made its
location one of the most recognizable buildings in the country. This
lecture reveals that truth is more fascinating than fiction and tells the
story of the Castle and its family, the Earls of Carnarvon.
Matthew Williams specialises in
Victorian houses and design,
Matthew's lectures and study days are
lively, informative and amusing. With 30 years’ experience as Curator of one of
Britain's finest Gothic Revival castles, Matthew is an experienced lecturer,
broadcaster and writer. He lectures widely on the subject of design, and is
especially interested in that of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

A recognised expert in the work of the designer William Burges, he was the
Curator of Cardiff Castle in south Wales for many years and has published
widely in art and architectural journals. He lectures for museums and
universities as well as for The National Trust, The Victorian Society and The
Furniture History Society amongst many others. A very long-standing member of The Arts Society, Matthew
has been a volunteer's representative, a programme secretary and a chairman. He has been an accredited
lecturer since 2001.

MAY 13TH: THE MAGIC OF PRAGUE: CZECH ART AND CULTURE
As part of the Habsburg Empire, Prague was beloved of kings and
princes. During the 19th century, however, the Czechs sought to reclaim
the city for their own. Looking back at ancient mythology, they imagined
a new future by means of art, architecture, literature and music. From
Romanticism to cubism, the Czechs re-conceived various artistic
movements in specifically patriotic ways. Looking at painter and
decorative artist Alfons Mucha, artist Karel Svoboda and
composers Bedřich Smetana and Antonín Dvořák, this talk shows how
the Czechs created a capital that was fit for a new independent nation.
Gavin Plumley a writer and broadcaster,
appearing on BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4 and
contributing to newspapers, magazines and opera and concert programmes
worldwide. Lectures widely about the culture of Central Europe during the 19th
and 20th centuries. Recent talks include the Royal Opera House, the National
Gallery, the National Trust, the National Theatre, the British Museum, the V&A,
the Southbank Centre, the Tate and the Neue Galerie, New York, as well as for
history of art societies and The Art Fund.

JUNE 10TH: UNCOVERING THE NATION'S HIDDEN OIL PAINTING COLLECTION
In 2003 a project was set up to catalogue the UK’s collection of
privately-owned oil paintings. It involved visiting over 3000 locations
across the UK and photographing 212,000 paintings. This lecture
offers an insider’s view of this ambitious and unique project.
Mary Rose Rivett-Carnac gained an MA in
Victorian Studies from Royal Holloway,
University of London. She’s an accredited
lecturer with The Arts Society
(NADFAS) and enjoys giving lectures all over the UK about the unique Art UK
project for which she’s worked part-time since 2007. She has written several artsrelated articles and is a volunteer guide at Dorich House Museum, studio-home
of the Russian-born sculptor Dora Gordine, and at Sandycombe Lodge, J. M. W.
Turner's house in Twickenham.

Mary Rose’s favourite painting is Turner’s England: Richmond Hill, on the Prince Regent’s Birthday because it’s
the view she loves seeing when walking her dog along The Terrace in Richmond.

JULY 8TH: PAINTING AT THE EDGE: BRITISH ARTISTS’ COASTAL COLONIES
Peter Scott examines Britain's far-flung coastal art colonies such as those
at Newlyn, St Ives, Walberswick, Staithes and Cullercoats. Each British art
colony was based in a small community dependent on fishing or farming
and far enough away from urban centres to retain much of their old
customs and way of life. Peter Scott traces the development of the
colonies in the twentieth century, when styles and subjects changed,
sometimes sparked by the decline of the fishing industry, the influx of
middle-class tourists and the encroachment of industrialisation.
Peter Scott has been a Lecturer and Guide at
Tate Britain and Tate Modern for the past 18
years, he is also a Lecturer at the Towner Gallery,
Eastbourne and at the Lightbox, Woking. He
lectures for the Bristol Art Gallery, the National
Trust, and by invitation at a number of Arts
Societies and other arts organisations.

He has been an Art History Tutor for the WEA (Workers’ Educational Association) for
15 years. During his time as a Lecturer, it has been a joy to share his interest and
delight in artists and their work.

SEPTEMBER 9TH: A GARDEN LIKE NO OTHER: EDWARD JAMES & LAS POSAS
Hidden away in a dense subtropical forest, in the hills north
of Mexico City, lies an enchanted valley in which strange
ruins tower over waterfalls and pools. This colourful lecture
tells the story of Edward James and Las Posas, introducing
along the way an array of intriguing characters such as
Salvador Dali and Rene Magritte, and exploring the wider
theme of the modern artist-gardener.
James Russell is an art historian and curator
with a leaning towards 20th/21st century
British art and design. His exhibition 'Reflection:
British Art in an Age of Change' runs from August 2019 to Jan 2020 at Ferens Art Gallery, Hull.

He has recently worked with Portland Gallery on Edward Seago, Towner on Peggy Angus and the Ingram
Collection on two exhibitions, the most recent being 'Reflection'.

OCTOBER 14TH: UNDRESSING ANTIQUES
‘Antiques – I don’t understand them and they’re beyond my
budget. Nobody even collects them anymore. They’re not for me’.
Mark Hill, a regular on The Antiques Roadshow, presents a persuasive
introduction into buying antiques and integrating and using them in
today’s homes. The state of the antiques market and the different
meanings of the word value are considered, and we take a look at what
current and future generations of collectors are buying, why they are
buying it and how they are displaying it.
Mark Hill studied History of Art &
Architecture (BA Hons) and began his
career as a porter and Junior Cataloguer at Bonhams, before moving to Sotheby's
where he was a Specialist in the Collectors' Department. Became director of an
internet company forming and running a ground-breaking deal with eBay Live
Auctions. Was co-author of the internationally published Collectables Price
Guide with Judith Miller from 2002-17. Founded his own publishing company in
2005 and has since published over 12 books on specialist subjects in 20th century
design and decorative arts. A Miscellaneous expert on the Antiques
Roadshow since 2007 and has co-presented three primetime factual TV series on
antiques and collecting for BBC2. An auctioneer running 20th century design auctions in partnership with
Dawsons Auctioneers. Has lectured across the world, including at the V&A in London, and contributed to
many newspapers, magazines, radio and TV programmes. A Freeman of the Worshipful Company of Arts
Scholars and a Freeman of the City of London.

NOVEMBER 11TH: PLAYED IN LONDON
Charting the heritage of London’s rich sporting and recreational heritage to life.
Wembley, Wimbledon and Lords are known around the world, but sports and
games have always been played in London. For the Tudors it was tennis at
Hampton Court and jousting at Whitehall, and for the Victorians a network of
suburban sports clubs and for every generation a battle to preserve open spaces.
Simon Inglis is a British sports
historian, architectural historian, writer and
broadcaster, most notably about football and
stadiums. Inglis read History and the History of
Architecture at University College London, later
training as a teacher in Leeds and teaching
history at a comprehensive in Walthamstow,
North London. Inglis is currently editor of the Played in Britain series on
sporting heritage, published by Historic England. He describes himself as a
now mainly 'arm’s length' Aston Villa fan.

